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An arts administrator and classical singer by 
training, my career thus far has evolved in 
the direction of connecting people through 
transformational artistic experiences in the 
voice studio, the opera house, and the larger 
community. 

A dual Master of Landscape Architecture 
and Master of Regional Planning candidate 
at Cornell University, I am here pursuing the 
skills needed to design just and beautiful 
spaces that foster human connection. 
My long-term goal is to work for an 
interdisciplinary design firm, where I aim 
to utilize my artistic, community-based 
experience to develop human-centered 
urban spaces around the world. 

My interests include hiking, wine, hosting 
dinner parties, learning Italian, and baking 
sourdough. I have a six-year-old sidekick 
named Winston, who’s spent the past two 
years studying mud and bugs at Lime Hollow 
Forest Preschool. 

My name is 
Amanda and I am 
passionate about 

people, plants, and 
public space. 





Gordon 
Park

2023 Created as part of a larger 
effort to understand the historic 
relationship between people, 
trees, and industry in Cleveland, 
this timeline juxtaposes over  
two centuries of population and 
tree canopy data with historic 
events and site-specific images.

The narrative that emerged 
from this particular portion of 
our site analysis was crucial in 
the development of our initial 
concept and informed many 
elements of our final design. 

// LA 6010 Cleveland Studio
Mitch Glass

Illustrator, Photoshop, InDesign

previous page: 
proposed edge conditions 
along new meadow planting 
and geological (stone) ribbon at 
Gordon Park South





imagine a city ...
2021 A hypothetical 22-acre urban center, Limoncello is the culmination of a semester’s 

exploration of graphic communication theory and sustainable urban design.

// CRP 5861 Graphic Communication
Isa Fernandez & Zac Boggs

Hand sketch, AutoCAD, SketchUp, 
Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign



This hypothetical 22 acre site was designed by Amanda Carmen Bower as an exercise for CRP 5861: Introduction to Planning Graphics taught by Professors Zac Boggs & Isabel 
Fernández at Cornell University in the Fall of 2021. This board is the culmination of a semester’s exploration of graphic communication theory, the study of sustainable/resilient 
development projects and how they are visually communicated to the general public, and the application of the following industry standard computer programs learned: AutoCAD, 
SketchUp, Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign.
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RESTORATIVE  
Tucked in among old 
growth forest,  the city 
was built to complement 
the landscape, and offers 
countless green spaces 
to rest, hike, sail, or stroll 
through the orchard on 
a foggy morning. 
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VINEYARD LimoncelloLimoncello
Inspired by the historic mountain villages of the Italian Riviera, Limoncello is a vibrant, walkable community nestled 
in the foothills of the Apennines, 10 kilometers east of the Ligurian Sea. Renowed for its bustling riverbank, lush 
orchards, and picturesque vineyards, Limoncello transforms the lemons of life into the sweet nectar of connection.

ROOTED   
Urban agroforestry has 
sustained the economy of 
Limoncello for generations. 
Citrus, olive oil, wine, 
limoncello, and spirits are 
the primary exports. 

AMANDA CARMEN BOWER

Designed by Amanda Carmen Bower
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CONNECTED  Knit together with a 
series of pedestrian streets, piazzas, parks, 
and trails, Limoncello was built for walking. 
Residents report a great deal of satisfaction 
with the neighborly atmosphere of the city. 
Retail  and offices are scattered throughout,   
predominantly in the form of mixed use and 
mixed income development, while low density 
residential is limited to the outer hills. The 
social landscape of the city is rich and provides 
countless opportunities for human connection.

HEALTHY  Farmers and local artisans come 
from the surrounding towns to sell produce at 
the bustling riverside market 3 days per week. 

VIBRANT   Teeming with opportunity and adventure, this historic city 
has been a dynamic center of innovation in the region since it was first 
settled in the middle ages, and it continues to attract creative talent today.





non- 
timber 
forest 
products

2023 Arctostaphylos uva-ursi crop fact sheet 
(left), Lentinula edodes fact sheet (right).

Built on a foundation of forest ecology, 
this agroforestry practicum provided 
a comprehensive overview of NTFP 
ecology, planning, and management, 
as well as hands-on experience with the 
assessment, design, and implementation 
of environmentally sustainable forest 
farming systems. 

// NTRES 6940 Agroforestry in Practice
Ken Mudge, Carter Chad Cully, 
Steve Morreale, Tom Whitlow

Hand sketch, GIS, Illustrator, InDesign



botanical sketches 
2022 Celtis occidentalis (left) Semester-long investigation into the 

morphology of a single woody plant species. Seasonal Color 
Diagram (right) Proposed plant material for Kendal at Ithaca.

// LA 5910 Woody Plants: Creating the Urban Eden
Jamie Vanucchi

Hand Sketch, Procreate, Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign



botanical sketches 
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2023 Tucked away in the shadows of an 
abandoned rail embankment turned 
urban forest, elegant beacons of 
tree-like marble forms elevate and 
illuminate a series of urban plazas in 
the heart of Jersey City. 

// LA 5020 Studio
Jennifer Birkeland

MidJourney, Photoshop, Illustrator, 
InDesign, Rhino, Fabrication





lost in the woods 
2023 Designed at scale in the virtual realm, this multi-level maze is 

inspired by a true story. Using natural landforms to hide views 
and obscure adjacent routes, travelers must negotiate paths that 
wind through a series of forest, mountain, water, and cavernous 
landscapes to find their way back to the family campsite. 

// LA 5060 The Future of the Image: Tools in Representation
Jennifer Birkeland

Rhino, Lumion
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by a thread
2022 Surface for a picnic. 

// LA 5010 Studio
Martin Hogue

Hand Sketch, Photoshop,  
Illustrator, InDesign, Fabrication



Rinconada Library, 
Palo Alto

Addison-Penzak 
JCC, Los Gatos

Herbst Theater, 
San Francisco

Commonwealth Club, 
San Francisco

SF Center for Psychoanalysis, 
San Francisco

Roxie Theater,
Mission District

SF LGBT Center,
Market Street

If I Were You
2019 A Faustian tale based on the novel by Julien Green, If I Were You 

is an opera by composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene Scheer  
that had its world premiere at Merola Opera Program in 2019. 

For the year leading up to opening night, I built relationships and 
managed collaborative events with Bay Area organizations like the 
SF LGBT Center, Commonwealth Club, Roxie Theater, Los Gatos 
JCC, San Francisco Opera Guild, San Jose Opera Guild, USF 
Fromm Center, San Francisco Center for Psychoanalysis, Opera 
America, and many more. 

In my capacity as Community Engagment Manger, I also worked to 
connect visiting artists with the larger queer community by serving 
as company liaison and planning committee member for the “Arts 
Amada” contingent of the 2019 San Francisco Pride Parade. 

// Merola Opera Program, San Francisco, California

Community Engagement



San Francisco Pride Parade (2019) 
Kristen Loken / Kristen Loken Photography

 
SFJAZZ
San Francisco Ballet
San Francisco Opera 
San Francisco Symphony 
Merola Opera Program
San Francisco Conservatory of Music



Havana
2017 Photographic documentation of public space and life in Cuba.

(clockwise from left) Calle Mercaderes, Plaza del Cristo, el Malecón.

SONY SLT-A77V



rare sighting of native 
pollinator on invasive 
Buddleja davidii

Bulleit County, Kentucky 
(2020) // Fujifilm X-E1

Amanda Carmen Bower
acb327@cornell.edu


